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THE 

H    I    S   T   O   R  Y 

O  F   T  H  E 

Blind   Beggar,  ^c. 


CHAR  I. 

Monford  and  his  Wife  go  to  the  Wars 
of  Frai>ce,  and  afterwards  return  to 
England. 

"IN  fornner  days,  when  the  Rofe  of 
England  eclipfed  the  French  Lillies, 
am4)ng  other  heave  g^lants,  who  went 
to  try  their  fortunes  was  one  Monford,  av 
perfon  who  was  well  defcended ;  who 
being  greedy  of  fame,  nor  the  entreaty  of 
foiends,  nor  his  marriage  with  a  beautiful 
kdy  could  alter  his  purpofe;  but  croffing 
the  fea  to  Calais,  he  marched  to  the  royal 
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ftandard,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  who 
in  man's  drefs,  became  his  infeparabk 
companion  in  all  dangers,  and  was  the 
means  of  faving  his  life;  for  in  an  en- 
counter between  theEnglifli  and  French, 
y^dung  Monford  being  too  hot  in  the  pur- 
fuit,  was  entrapped  in  an  ambufli,  and 
though  he  bravely  defend<^d  himfclf,  he 
was  beat  from  his  horle,  and  left  in  the 
field  ff  Vr  dead,  where  he  had  fiariely  pe-^v 
rifhcd,  had  not  his  tender  hearted  wiff 
Margaret,  upon  hearing  what  had  paffed, 
returned  to  the  field,  where  fearching 
among  the  flain  by  moon-light,  fhe  dif-  . 
covered  him  ftripped,  and  firuggling.for 
life^  aijd  by  th^e  help  of  a  fervanf  brought  , 
him;  to  jQiephcfd's  cottage,  where  fhe  ' 
drefled  his  wounds,  and  recovered  him, 
to  their  mutual  joy  ;  though  this  joy 
was  much  abated,  wh^qi.  they  fcHind  he 
had  loA  both  his  eyjcs ;  but  loy«  working 
'  in  (her  heart,  this  misfortune  could  not 
alter  he^  a^fiedion,  but  cMaforttug  hiin 
in  the  beft  manner  ihe could,  flue  brought 
him  back  to  F nglapd^  now  unfit  for  fef-  . 
vice,  and  they  fcttledrat  Bcthnal  Greeut 
in  the  county  of  Middlefexv 


C  H  A  P.  IL 

Monford  arrives  ih  Etxgland  ;  of  his  cold 
Elitertainnierit  from  his  Friends;  and 
his  Refolution  td  beg  on  Eethnal 
(jreen. 

MONFORD  efcaj^iftg  the  fiorm,  on 
his  return  landed  in  Eflejt,  whetebe 
had  feme  rich  relations,  to  whoni  he  ap- 
pired  M^S^felf^  but  fovipd  cold  entertain- 
nieatj  4«fo«ij^M^  corning  to  rely 
on  their  charity,  h^^ld  the  kitid  par t^ 
per  of  iris  Joy  and  f6rto#,  he  ii^  tended 
early  ia  the  morning  to  haften  towards* 
London,  anxl  that  hfe  ha^  rather  truft  to 
Pr6vidence,  than  the  ingratitude' cif  thofe 
who  in  his  |xrofperity  had  carelicd  him* 
Hi^wife  clierilhedhini,  f^^^  {he  would 
not  be  idle^  but  do  the  utm oil  of  her  en- 
deavours. And  fo  without  taking  leave 
of  any^  early  in  the  niqrnitig  they  depart^ 
ed^  and  two  days  traTelling,  havipg; 
fpent  what  little- money  they  had,  .nec4f- 
fity  fo  far  humbled  h)s  high  fpirit,  , that 
he  did  not  think  it  amifs  to  crave  the 
charity  of  people;  who  underlknding  the 


got  his  bl  indnefs  i  n  figk  for  the  hoi - 
our  of  his  country,""  gave  very  liberally  ; 
infomuch,  that  he  refolved  to  be  of  good 
cheer,  finding  charity  beftowed  upon 
him  fafter  than  he  expeded  ^  \yhereupon 
arriving  at  a  place  called  Bethnal  Green, 
with  the  little  money  good  people  had 
given  him,  he  hired  a  imall  cottage  for 
his  wife  and  himfelfi  and  daily  appeared 
piiblickly  to  beg  alms . 


Hence  he  was  called  the  Blind  Beggar 
of  Bethnal  Green,  and  in  a  (hort  time 
he  found  it  a  thriving  trade  ;  mfomuch 
that  his  bed  of  rfraw  was  changed  for 
one  of  down,  and  all  ]|is  other  uteiifils 
or  thofe  of  a  better  fort. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  IIL 
Moriford  meets  with  Snap,  nn  old  expe- 
rienced Beggar  5    who  gives  him  a 
Light  into  the  Myfteries  of  the  Cant- 
ing Trade. 

TV/|ONFORD  refolvred  to  fpend  the  reil 
of  his  time  in  this  manner,  having 
had  good  fuccefs  by  the  fide  of  the  road, 
was  one  day  encountered  by  an  old  pro- 
ficient at  the  trade,  who  being  defirous 
to  talk  to  him  in  the  beggar's  dialedt, 
of  which  kind  of  fpeech  being  knoWn 
to  none  but  themfelves)  he  being  igno- 
rant, could  n^ake  him  no  anfwer ;  which 
t  leather, whfeo  name  was  Snap,  perceiv- 
ing, and  by  that  knowing  him  to  be  ^ 
young  beginner,  he  invited  him  to  their 
rendezvous  in  Whitechapel,  whither  hm 
went,  and  they  between  them  tippled  pSf 
four  pots  of  hum,  and  for  that  time  they 
parted 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  IV. 

xMonford  goes  to  the  Beggars  Feafl,  and 
'  of  his  Entertviiij.ment, 

/|  ONFORD,  on  liis  cdming  home, 
^  declared  lo  his  wife  v/hat  a  corn- 
panion  he  had  met  With^  a^rd:  whither  he-i 
had  been  invited  to  go;  and  ihe  advifed 
him  to  perfonn  his  promife,.and  led  him 
thither  jierfeif.  Snap  knev/  him  at  firfc 
fight,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  bell  and  a  dog,  trained 
to  the  buiinefs,  which  had  been  the  com- 


panion or  an  eyelefs  beggar  deccafed. 
After  having  feafted  both  him  and  his 
ffonk  ill  a'^lplendid  manner,  they  dil- 
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fliiiTed  tbem  on  promife,  that  he  would 
Ijacjt  be  wanting  at  that  yearly  feaft ;  and 
being  difmilTed/  he  trudged  home  with 
his  tractable  guide,  which  ewr  after  Was 
moft  fervkeable  to  him. 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  his  Stiocefs,  and  having  a  Daughter, 
whom  he  named  Ehzabeth. 

THE  Blind  Beggar^  by  his  fortunate 
adventures,  icorned  to  he  confined 
to  his  former  plying  places  ^  b«t  by  the 
help  ^of  his  dog  he  often  trudged  to  Lon- 
dot),  where  he  picked  up  fo  n}uch  mo- 
:ney  that  he  frequently  uled  to  chaunt 
*he  follow  fong  : 

A  Beggar  lives  a  merry  life. 

And  hath  both  wealth  andeafe; 
His  days  are  free  from  care  and  (irife, 
doth  what  e'er  he  pleafe. 

While  others  labour,  fweatand  toll, 
Jl is  tongue  doth  grant  him  p^lf. 
He  travels  with  his  dog  and  btll. 
And  brings  home  flore  of  Wealth. 
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He  being  at  this  time  in  eafy  circum- 
llances,  to  complete  his  fatisfa^tioti,  had 
a  daughter  born,  who  was  very  beauti- 
ful, and  which  made  him  think  himfelf 
the  happieft  man  aliK/^e.  An  hundred 
times  he  killed  her,  and  dandled  her  in 
his  arms,  and  at  her  chriiiening^  which 
was  performed  with  dQc^ricy  and  pru* 
dence,  caufed  her  to  be  named  Elizabeth, 
from  whence  ihe  was  called  pretty  Btffey 

As  (he  grew  up  her  beauty,  wit,  (hape, 
and  dther  perfeftipns  were  fo  extraordi- 
nary, that  her  praiTes  vvere .always  fpok en 
of,  eipecialiy  by  the  yaan^  men^^  which 
made  the  maids  feek  .  all  opportunities 
openly  to  afFront  her,  frequently  calling- 
her  Beggar's  Brat,  which  ihe  bore:^s  lon-;.^ 
as  (he  could  with  a  becoming  patienee, 
and  iirove  by  gentle  perfuahon  to  make 
them  defift  from  their  refledlions  ;  but 
all  proving  to  no  purpofe^  (he  deiired  her 
parents  to  let  her  go  and  feek  her  fQrti!ine, 
to  which  they  both  confented,  with  tears 
in  their  eyes,  though  they  Jong  oppofed 
it,  uiina  many  argument  to  perfuade  her 
to  the  contrary  ;  but  finding  her  reafons 
weighty,  and  tending  to  ker  advantage, 
they  left  her  to  her  own  difcretion. 
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G  H  A  P.  VI. 

The  Beggar's  Daughter  leaves  her  Fe- 
ther's  Houfe  to  feek  her  Fortune,  and 
of  her  Entertainments 


np  H  E  day  bci  ig  cotne  that  pretty 
^  Beffey  (hould  depart,  beifeg  fur- 
niftied  with  cloaths,  money,  atKl  otfeet 
neceffaries,  (lie  fell  on  her  knees,  era ving 
her  father's  bleffing-  ^hich  granfed,  they 
took  a  fad  farewel,  and  betoofc  therri  to 
theirfeveral  callings,  Montford  to  mump- 
ing, his  wife  to  the  whed,  and  Beffcy 
to  feek  her  fortune;  ^^^^n  x;  ;  , 

Pretty  BefTey  having  loft  her  father's 
houfe,  travelled  along  the  road  until  jhe 
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came  to  Stratford,  trufting  to  fortune  and 
her  good  atrgcls  to  dtre€fc  h^.  And  fo 
travelling  all  nigbt,  fuji-rifing  .flie 
go{  to  Rumfprd;  where  finding  h^rfclf 
faint  ihe  betook  herfelf  to  kn  inftf ;  there 
fitting  down;  ihe  called  fc^:' lpn>etM 
to  refreftr  h^rfelf,  looking  perifive,  arid 
i^^^^  J^. hard  imu*^  mhkk  the 
miftrel'sperc^i  Mrvs^ence  {he 

came?  and  whither  (he  \vi$^  bo^<i  ?  She 
laid  £he  was  for€;ed^  contrary  herlex- 
pe^5tations,  to  ffpfe  her  fiotf fuhe,  and  tho' 
i>prn  near  London,  was  now  driven  from 
it;    Upon  this  the  gopd  wowian  being 
taken  with  her  carri^e,  demanded  if  (he 
wi>»id  fl^^  with  hi%  and  ih#  would  ufe 
her  as  her  daughter,  and  not  as  a  fervant 
ToithiSi  after  s^wljik^  fh^  Gonfented,  and 
difcharged  hetrfelf  ifp  well     whatever  flie 
undertook,  that  fl^e  gained  the  love  and 
cftei^iti  of  all  around  her.  Infoiiiuchthat 
her  name  for  ingenuity  and  beauty  bip- 
gjau  to  fpread,  and  abundanee  of  yoeng 
men  rcforted  to  the  houfe,  on  purpofe  to 
fee;  h^i!,:  who  all. liked  her;  for  nature 
had  made  her  fo  charqiing  that  fh?  could 
'  rtot  brut  b^  adpir^^j  in^omuch  that  many 
of  them^  as  th^y  found  an  oppprtunify 
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began  to  put  love  ftories  in  her  ears,  to 

wJxicli  Iht:  gaViC  but  a  little  beed,  till  four 
,  jfuitors  &f  great  worth  beai  off  thofe  lit- 
tle a&ilaMs^  and  laid  a  clofe  liege,  as 
will  appear  in  the  next  cha|)ter. 


CHAP.  Y\I. 

Pretty  Bej0jby,  living  at  an  Inn  at  Rum^ 
ford  i§  coarted  by  feveral  Perlbn^  of 
good  W^rxh  and  Fortune. 

TT  beipg  facretly  whifpered  that  Pretty 
^  Hellcy  muft-be  more  than  fhe  feemed, 
made  her  reputation  higher^  infomuch, 
that  the  inn-keeper's  fon,  a  London  mer- 
chant, a  gentleman  of  good  eftate,  and  a 
rirh  Knight,  courted  her  favour,  to 
whofe  importunities  fheurgec  the  mean- 
nefs  of  her  birth,  ?,nd  ir^equality  of  h^r 
fortune,  defiring^  theni  to  de:fift  from 
their  undertakings.  This  modeft  objec- 
tion of  her's  poffefled  them  with  further 
imaginations  of  the  worth  of  her  paren- 
\  tage,  and  gave  more  fuel  to  the  fire  ;  fo 
eafy  are  men  to  believe  the  things  they 
would  have.  Infomuch,  that  ihcy  began 


F 
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to  renew  their  love^  by  ofFering^  her  jew- 
els,. riiigs,,  &c.  which  (he  refufed,  on  ac- 
count of  hc^v  charader ;  therefore  (he 
refolved  to  difcover  her  parents,  and  that 
way  to  try  the  fmcerity  of  their  affec- 
,tioiis^  and  fhe  accordingly  did  fo. 


CHAP.  VLIL 

Pretty  Befley  declares  her  Parents,  and 
loofes  all  her 'Lovers  but  one. 

OUR  beautiful  virgin  being  prefled  for 
love  and  enjoyment,  found  herfelf 
obliged  to  take  a  courfe  to  get  rid  of  her 
lovers,  or  allot  one  of  theril  to' her  fhare  ; 
wherefore  (he  told- them  fh^  was*  not  at 
her  own  difpofal,  and  if  they  loved  her  as 
they  pretended;  Oie  was  conitistfted  her 
father  fhould  chufe  one  for  hei^,  whofe 
choice  fliould  be*  her's. 

This  madei^  them  eager  to  know  to 
whofe  fhare  flie  fhould  fall,  and  there- 
fore defired  her  to  inform  them  w  here 
her  father  lived. 

My  parents,  worthy  Sirs,  live  on  Beth- 
nal  Green,  my  father  is  led  by^  a  dog. 
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with  a  bell,  living  on  the  charity  of  gooc 
people,  my  mother  a  woman  that  fpin; 
for  her  bread.  Thefe  are  my  parents, 
and  I  will  not  marry  without  their  con- 
fen  t. 

This  ftruck  our  gallants  as  mute  as  a 
moufg ;  after  whicii  they  fcruple  to  be- 
lieve that  fuch  homC'fpun  people  could 
be  the  parents  of  fo  charming  a  maid ; 
but  (he  giving  them  an  account  of  her 
leaving  then,  made  them  fcratch  their 
noddles,  ftamp  on  the  ground,  and  draw 
in  theirhorns  fafter  than  before  they  put 
them  out.  The  Merchant,  Gentleman, 
and  Inn-keeper's  fon  declaring,  if  fo,  (he 
was  no  wife  for  them  ;  but  the  Knight, 
who  was  inflamed  with  love,  and  having 
a  great  eftate,  did  not  (land  fo  much  for 
intereft,  as  the  plcafing  his  fancy,  after 
hehadpaufed  a  little,  took  the  blufhing 
maid  by  the  hand,  and  faid.  You  fee, 
my  deareft,  how  thofe  w^ho  courted  yptl 
in  hopes  of  a  fortune  are  vaniflied,  no^ 
they  find  their  miftake,  will  you  yi^ld  to 
one  more  conftant  ?  you  fhall,  without 
delay,  be  fole  nftillrefs  of  my  heart.  To 
which  flie  anfwered  with  a  figh,  Alas  ! 
Sir,  I  dare  not  expeit  fo  great  a  happi- 
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iiefs,  though  I  confefs  I  efteempq  you 

above  the  reft ;  yqt  I  not  difpofe 

of  myfelf  without  the  confent  oi'my  fa- 
ther and  mother*;  for  though  tjiey  arc 
pc  orj  they  are  neverthelefs  my  parents. 


This  modeily  kindled  his  paffion  ihore 
and  more.    \Vherefore,  after  much  dif- 
courie,  and  many  vows  of  coaftancy,  it 
was  agreed,  that  he  fhoiiM  Jbe  reudy  with 
a  horfe  and  fervants the  nextmorqing  earr 
ly,  and  fhe  would  conie  and  ride  with  him 
to  Bethnal  Green,  to  require  the  old  peo- 
ples confent.  Yet  this  was  qot  carried  on 
fo  fee  re  t,  hut  the  fpi  es  abroad  difqovered 
it,  not  only  to  dae  Knight's  uncle,  who 
managed  bis  eftate,  but  ifrkewife  to  inoft 
of  the  young  men  of  Ruruford,  wh0 
were  her  admirers. 
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C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Pretty  Belifey  rides  behind  the  Knight 
to  her  K^ther  s  Houfc,  wh<ere  the 
Begg#^drops  Angels  with  the'Knight's 
Uncle,  ■ 

OUR  beatitiful  Virgtli  trteMihg  her 
coturteous  K-nio;Kt  at  the  appoi-ilfed 
time,  relying  on  his  got  up  bb^ 


hind  him.  But  Icarce  were  they  out  of 
town  before  :ii^e;Rn)ght's  uncle  earning  { 
to  th^  iujl,  r atili  nf^iffing  themj  fufpe(Sed 
what  had  be^n  told  hi^oi  to  be  true,  and 
foUowed  th<^m  to  prevent  the  match ;  as 
did  lik^wife  the  young  men  who^were 
fmitten  with  her,  to  tak«  her  from  the 
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Knight,  who  they  feared  had  carried  her 
away  by  /orce. 

Th  US  was  the  great  confufioiL  and  hur- 
ry, and  the  townfmen  taking  the  nearer 
way,  got  before  them,  ere  they  arrived  ^t 
Bethnal  Green,  and  fell  upon  him,  with- 
out giving  himleave  to  fpealc  for  himself, 
fo  there  began  a  (harp  conflidl,  until  iuch 
time  as  fome  perfons  coming  by,  parted 
them.  When  they  being  informed  of 
the  truth  of  the  matter,  afked  his  pai'don, 
which  he  granted,  and  difmiffing  them, 
went  on  his  way,  till  coming  to  the  old 
maii*s  door,  they  alighted,  which  made 
him  ftart  from  the  fire,  and  put  his  head 
out  at  the  window,  not  und^rftanding  the 
meaning  of  horfes  trampling  at  the  door. 
Prefently  the  knight's  uncle  came  puf- 
fing and  blowing  at  a  ftrange  rate;  cry- 
ing. Why,  how  now,  nephew!  what  is 
this  I  hear  of  you?  are  you  mad  to  d  f- 
grace  your  family  by  marryipg  a  beggar's 
brat.  O  !  for  fhame,  for  fhkHiie  !  confider 
better  than  to  make  yourfe4f  a  laughing 
flock  to  the  world  by  fuch  a  match. 
How  came  this  about  you  faUcy  baggage, 
you  ?  but,  however,  I  fay  nephew,  leave 
her,  and  I  will  provide  for  you  a  match. 
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who  fhall  be  rich,  and  fukable  to  your 
condition.  '  "  ^ 

To  this  the  yqung  knight  would  hav> 
replied,  but  the  Beggar  growing  angry 
to  hear  his  daughter  fo  abufed,  thus  in- 
terrupted him  : 

I  cannot  fee  you  at  all,  Sir,  but  I  hear 
you  too  much,  and  more  than  becomes  a 
gentleman ;  nor  do  I  count  my  daughter 
fo  mean  to  be  railed  on  at  my  own  door; 
therefore,  Sir,  hold  your  prating,  or  I  will 
feel  for  you  with  my  cudgel.  If  your 
kinfman  don't  think  my  child  a  fit  match 
for  him  let  him  let  her  alone  in  welcome. 
I  think  in  good  breeding  (he  is  not  want- 
ing, and  for  money,  be  it  known  to  you 
her  father  is  ready  to  drop  angels  with 
^  you  for  his  Girl,— take  notice  of  that. 

This  fmart  fpeech  put  the  gentleman 
to  a  nonplus  for  awhile,  and  both  com- 
ing to  milder  terms,  the  dropping  bufi- 
nefs  was  agreed  upon. 

The  gentleman  immediately  fent  his 
ferrant  to  fetch  what  gold  he  had,  while 
the  Beggar,  from  under  a  heap  of  rags, 
pulled  out  a  cat-fkin  or  two,  fluffed  with 
gold  ;  and  each  party  being  ready,  they 
rained  a  golden  fhower  fo  plentifully,  tkat 


'  {  m  y  '^^^ 

the  gentleman's  ftock  failed  him;  q,ftd  the 
Be^ar  not  hearing  it  chink,  fell  into  a 
l^aghter,  faying.  How  now,  Sh,  is  your 
noney  done  fo  foon  ?  I  thought  at  frrft 
you  had  more  words  than  money  :  Pray, 
for  your  credit's  fake,  try  your  friends ; 
for  i  have  three  or  four  catikks  mofre, 
with  gold  puddings  in  their  bellies.  In- 
deed, faid  the  gentleman,  I  am  epntent 
to  own  you  have  out-done  ncie,  and  think 
you  have  the  philofopher's  fton'd,  ot 
keep  a  familiar,  to  brii]g  it  to  you  fr am 
the  golden  mountains  >,  but  -ffeeing  the 
world  goes  fo  urell  with  you, ;  1;  ftiall  no 
further  go  about  to  perfuade  my  'nephew 
from  being  your  ibg-in-law^  b^y^t  6>^g  par- 
don for  what  I  have  done.    Oh  I  [you  da; 
fo,  faid  the  Beggar^  ^hen  thingf  may  b? 
better  ftill.  I  hen  turmine  to  |he  knight. 
Gather  up,  faid        the£e>lp9&;porns  I 
have  fcattered  >  .jfnd :  therf  i^'iinQ^ther- 
cat-fkin  to  make  juft  a  thaufand  .pounds^,- 
beiid?6  an  hundred  niore  to  -buy  her  a 
go^vn^    Take  this  as  ;hof  p^efe^K  par- 
tio%  %nd  as  .y^>u  behaye  y^urfelf  expedb 
more  here§?fter.    Remember  I  give  her ^ 
to  you  with  my  bleffing.  Oo  to  church 
ajid  be  married  in  God's  iiame. 


t      21  1 

U{?OD  this  the  Knight  and  his  miftrefs, 
falling  on;  tJbeir  knees,  gave  him  tl^anks, 
and  d^p^Fted,  while  thofe  who  had  been 
her  fuitors,  hearing  what  had  happened, 
were  rta<iy  to  Mang  ihemfelves  through 
madnefe. 


C  H  A  R  X. 

Pretty  Befley  married  to  the  Knight,  and 
her  true  Pedigree  difcovered  at  a  grand 
FeBival. 


npHlNGS  coming  to  this  pafs,  great 
•  pr^afatior^S  were  njade  fpr  the  wed- 
4lOg*  ft?  whi^li  refor tqcj  many  worthy 
p^rfons^  No  eoft  was  fpared  in  rich  ap* 
fwM^W  |uinipt!^oii§  fare^whilethe  lovely 


(     22  ) 

bride  was  led  to  the  church  by  the  wor- 
thy bridegroom;  and  when  the  facred 
bands  were  tied,  they  went  back  with 


the  like  fplendor  unto  theplace  of  fcfti- 
val.  Excellently  did  fhe  become  and 
grace  what  ihe  wore,  nature  having  made 
her  an  exad:  pattern  of  Beauty,  Being 
arrived  at  home,  and  the  table  fpread, 
the  Bride,  now  of  a  Beggar's  Daughter 
made  a  Lady,  took  her  place,  outihining 
the  other  beauties  who  were  there,  as  far 
as  the  moon  is  outfhone  by  the  fiin*  And 
now  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  old 
Beggar  and  his  wife,  who  fi^oh  xrai^e, 
drefled  in  filk  arid  velvet,  eiiibroidered 
with  gold ;  fo  all  things  went  on  in  mirth> 
and  great  Was^the  fttrsfiktjion  th^^coih* 
pahy  reedved  itv  their  ref)all;  ^ ' %\it  #orc 


(     23  ) 

in  the  mtificki  dancing,  mafqueradmg, 
&c.  r^nd  in  the  conclufion  the  old  man 
lung  ihc  following  fong  : 

The  BLIND  MAN's  SONG. 


,  You  gallants  all  that  here  are  come. 

To  make  this  day  more  happy  prove, 
Knowtxi^ho*  I'm  blind,  I  am  not  dumb. 
But  wiih  you  happinefs  in  love. 

The  bride,  tho'  her  birth  fecm  but  mean 

Defcended  of  a  worthy  race  ; 
Her  anceftors  they  great  have  been, 
-If  you  her  pedigree  do  trace. 

Knowing  llie  is  Monford*s  daughter  fair 
Who  loftlhis  fight  in  wars  with  France, 

Who  ever  fmce  in  begging  here, 
Did  take  this  happy  thriving  chance* 


(     24  ) 

Confider  bridegroom^  thin  laer  birth. 
Who  fome  do  think  but  mean  and  low 

As  much  honour  can  fairing  forth. 
As  you  have  riches  for  to  (how* 

^    I*  ' 

The  name  of  Monford^  which  h^d 
.been  held  fo  famous  for  virtue  ana  vi- 
lour  in  thofeday,  did  not  a  little  caufe 
wonder  in  the  hearers,  who  defiring  him 
to  explain  himfelf,  plainly  told  them! 
adventured  in  France  and  EogUttd,  ajxd 
how  he  took  up  ths^  trade  of  begging, 
and  the  like  J  which  caufcd  a  general 
Joy,  fince  all  wba  bad^Jiap^  known 
him  by  that  name  fupp;>{ed  him  to  be 
dead  .    So  the  bridegroom  Was  now  pro- 
^nounced  more  happy  than  ejer  j  and 
old  Monford  promifing  for  the  credit  of 
his  dauglKcr^  to  leave  6ff  the  begging 
tradje^  and  to  live  upon  what  he  had  got, 
the  day  w&s  cpacludcd  tp  the  Joy  and 
fatisfa<a:ion  of  all  patties. 


FINIS.  I 
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